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San Joaquin Valley Agriculture: It’s Too Big To Fail 

Cardoza and Costa: A Significant Portion Of  Our Nation’s Food Supply Is In 
Jeopardy From Federal Regulations, Which Threatens Our National Security, And 

Is Devastating Rural Communities In America’s ‘Salad Bowl’  

Unemployment Reaches Nearly 20 Percent In Some California Counties; 40 Percent 
In Farming Communities 

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY, CA – We have heard time and time again since last fall that Wall Street 
and the Auto Industry are too big to fail.  What about our nation’s food supply? It could be next. 

Between The San Francisco Bay Area and Southern California stretches 25,000 square miles of  the 
most productive and fertile farm land anywhere in the nation. Farmers in California’s San Joaquin 
Valley grow over 350 different crops, employing thousands of  workers and providing over 50 
percent of  the nation’s fruits, vegetables and tree nuts.  
  
However, the $36.6 billion agriculture industry is facing a crisis of  epic proportions.  Our own 
environmental regulations are literally choking the fields dry by holding back water from farmers in 
the Valley – who are already facing a three-year drought. At the same time, some of  the highest 
foreclosure rates anywhere in the country – combined with nearly 20 percent unemployment – are 
threatening the very existence of  one of  our nation’s top food supplying regions.  This crisis not 
only hurts our local economy, but is a major threat to our national security.   

Stocks can rise and fall, but our nation cannot allow the San Joaquin Valley to fail; we cannot rely on 
foreign nations to feed us.  

In response to the combined effects of  the drought, the high unemployment and the foreclosure 
crisis, two of  the region’s congressmen have requested President Obama declare the region an 
economic disaster area.  

California accounts for 47 percent of  the U.S. fruit and nut production and 58 percent of  the 
national value of  fruit and nut crops, with most all of  these crops being grown in the San Joaquin 
Valley. Our constituents provide dependable, healthy food products that all Americans depend on 
for a proper diet and healthy living 

Last year, over 200,000 acres of  some of  the world’s most productive farmland in California were 
fallowed, and that number is expected to significantly increase this year, causing even greater 
impacts.  The San Joaquin Valley agriculture production and processing industries account for 
approximately 38 percent of  the regional employment. In fact, the US Department of  Labor found 



that between August 2008 and December 2008, unemployment in Merced and Fresno increased by 
more than 33 percent.  With every $1 produced on the farm generating over $3 in the local and 
regional economies, the removal of  these dollars from circulation is devastating communities. 

Should farmers fallow these valuable acres, all Americans will be forced to look to foreign nations 
for food sources.  For example, California produces 99 million boxes of  table grapes during the 
growing season.  Should grape growers be forced to fallow parts of  their fields, American 
consumers would be forced to purchase grapes from China.  China currently grows an estimated 
800 million boxes of  grapes, eight times what US farmers can produce.  These imports would come 
at an increased cost, due to freight charges, and a great risk to their food safety.   

At the heart of  this issue are two pumps that supply water from the San Francisco Bay Delta to 
farmers farther south in the San Joaquin Valley. Environmental wars over the water have resulted in 
no water being allocated to farmers this year – at a time when they are already facing three years of  
drought. 

Compounding problems, the Valley has become ground zero of  the foreclosure crisis and was one 
of  the first to feel the boom and bust of  the housing market. The City of  Merced has consistently 
had the nation’s highest foreclosure rate and now Merced’s median home sale price has declined by 
69 percent from the housing peak in December 2005 to December 2008. In the last year, Merced, 
Stockton, and Modesto have had the top three rates of  home equity declines in the country. 

On top of  rapidly escalating input costs, the drought has unleashed a wave of  anxiety throughout 
the agriculture industry.  Growers throughout the state plant crops based on water delivery forecasts 
and promised allocations which appear to be undeliverable.  Not only has it become a matter of  
whether to plant, farmers now face the immediate prospect of  having to abandon permanent crops.  
Hard working growers and their families stand to lose considerable investments. Many families face 
the prospect of  losing their entire farming operations that took generations to build. 

To see stories published on the San Joaquin Valley, click here. 

Among The Crops Grown Predominantly In The San Joaquin Valley 

We produce 99 percent of  the nation’s shelled almonds (Fresno #1, Stanislaus #2, Kern #3, Merced 
#4, Madera #5) 
We produce 92 percent of  the nation’s apricots (Stanislaus #1, Fresno #2, Kern #3, San Joaquin #4, 
Merced #5) 
We produce 89 percent of  the nation’s grapes (Fresno #1, Kern #2, Tulare #3) 
We produce 84 percent of  the nation’s peaches (Fresno #1, Tulare #2, Stanislaus #3, Kings #4) 
We produce 96 percent of  the nation’s pistachios (Kern #1, Madera #2, Tulare #3, Kings #4, 
Fresno #5) 
We produce 95 percent of  the nation’s processing tomatoes (Fresno #1, San Joaquin#3, Kings #4, 
Merced #5) 
We produce 93 percent of  the nation’s broccoli (Fresno #5) 
We produce 66 percent of  the nation’s carrots (Kern is #1; Fresno #5) 

California dairymen produce 22 percent of  the milk in the US, with most of  it used to make cheese 
and butter.  We're #1 in the nation in milk production. 

California leads in fresh market vegetable production.  We account for 46 percent of  the US 
harvested area, 50 percent of  production and 54 percent of  the value.  

      # # #

http://www.house.gov/cardoza/originals/joint.drought09.PDF

